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	Car owner’s name 

Chris Davies

	
	BritishRaceCar.com
	
	

	Year and model of car

1959 Austin Healey Sprite
	
	Town/city and state

Wales, UK

	Who built or modified this car?

Original builder unknown but done around 1974. Restoration and further mods by myself
	
	E-mail address and phone

cdodgyd@gmail.com

	Engine  (make, model, configuration, displacement, etc.)

Ford pre-crossflow (from a Cortina Mk1 GT), 1500cc, 4 cyl. 
	
	Engine electrical (including ignition)

Stock except for Pertronix Ignitor

	Intake  (heads, manifold, carburetor or fuel-injection specifics)

Twin 40 Solex carbs, head ported, special pre-crossflow manifold.
	
	Camshaft and valvetrain 

Piper 2FG cam, stock valves/rockers.

	Cooling  and lubrication systems 

Modified early brass radiator. Oil take-off to remote filter and oil cooler.
	
	Exhaust system 

Custom headers (very old!). The rest of the system is custom 2” stainless pipe with two straight thru’ silencers in sequence.

	Transmission  (type, make/model, ratio of top gear, etc.)

Ford Cortina gearbox. 4 speed manual with period custom short shifter kit and an extra lever for reverse!
	
	Clutch System / driveshaft

Stock Ford Cortina GT

	Rear axle (make/model, ratio, limited-slip?)

Ford Cortina. Diff from a later Ford Escort to provide a higher ratio (3.54:1) Gives around 20mph per 1000rpm.
	
	Brakes (master, front, and rear)

Stock Sprite master cylinder, Ford Cortina GT discs at the front, drums at the rear. Copper pipes all round.

	Front suspension / steering

Stock Sprite with anti-roll bar
	
	Rear suspension

2” lowering blocks and adjustable telescopic shocks. ½ elliptic springs.

	Wheels/Tires

Modern Euro spec Ford Focus alloys with dummy spinners fitted (they remind me of wires without the hassles!) 195 60 15 tyres
	
	Weight

Unknown, but light!

	Instruments

Stock except for later 120mph speedo (recalibrated) and later tach to work with the Pertronix.
	
	Electrical  (battery, charging, lighting, audio, etc.)

Alternator, electric rad fan, 300W amp for plugging an I-pod/cell phone into.

	Date completed / Miles (or races) driven since completion

Originally modified around 1974. Resto summer 2007. Approx 10K miles since resto.
	
	(racecars only)  What class does this car compete in? 

	

	Other chassis modifications

Chassis rail modified for Ford Gearbox and very slight mods to other chassis rails to make the engine fit.

	Other body and interior modifications 

Glassfibre front, back is original steel apart from the flares. Middle section is similar to MK3 Sprite eg. doors, windscreen and scuttle behind seats.  New carpets and Moto-Lita steering wheel. Area above the gearbox is raised custom glassfibre for clearance.

	Performance data

0-60mph around 7 secs. 110+ mph top speed.

	Other important info  (unusual features / historical notes / comments / tips / problems encountered during or after completion)

Body is a strange hybrid of early and later Sprite components but its nice to have proper wind-up windows and doors with locks/handles, unlike the Mk1 Sprite. Area behind the seats is useful too. Has always been registered as 1959 though (history can be traced in the UK through official channels). Its also registered with a dateless licence plate which were only issued in the UK up to 1963. Car had a minor side-swipe at some point and was little used. I repaired that and repainted it the original cream colour. For the UK its in remarkable condition (due to the climate they rot quickly here), and I did no rust repair at all. It was quite a simple restoration done in a few months. I’ve been unable to trace the original modifier but the conversion has been done with very high workmanship.

The twin shift levers were necessary because the short shifter kit made 2nd  gear and reverse very close together and caused grating. I fabricated a shaft permanently wedged into the reverse slot so its now impossible to select reverse by mistake. The short shifter kit is necessary because it relocates the shifter back by about 9”. If it were not there the shifter would be under the dash! Although it looks like an auto, it is a manual. Its just got a narrow gate side to side.

I have fitted a light-duty tow ball for pulling my custom beach cruiser bike which is nearly as big as the car!

There was a conversion similar to this done in the early 1970’s by a company in the UK which sold in small numbers. However, they used the later Ford Crossflow engine (1600cc) and it was fitted into new (at the time) MG Midgets. It was called the Midget Atlantis.


Note: Please send us as many photos as you can.  Additional info is welcome!                         Questions? Call Curtis at 720.652.0237 
